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Kansas
Overall 
Rank

To 
Governor

To State 
Senate

To State 
House

To Parties To PACs

Individual Giving 31
32 33 39 35 1

$2,000/election $1,000/election $500/election $15,000/year Unlimited

PAC Giving 43
31 35 40 43

$2,000/election $1,000/election $500/election $5,000/year

Party Giving 1
1 1 1

Unlimited Unlimited Unlimited

Union Giving 21
18 18 23

$2,000/election $1,000/election $500/election

Corporate Giving 18
15 15 20

$2,000/election $1,000/election $500/election

Overall Grade D+

Kansas is a mixed bag for political giving. Individ-
uals can contribute unlimited amounts to political 
committees, and parties can contribute unlimited 
amounts to their candidates in uncontested prima-
ries and general elections. (Kansas, unusually, limits 
party contributions in contested primaries.) Howev-
er, contributions from individuals to parties are lim-
ited, unlike in a majority of states. In fact, Kansas is 
one of just two states (Delaware) in the country that 
limits individual contributions to parties while allow-
ing unlimited giving to PACs. 

That aspect of Kansas’s contribution limits, along 
with its low limits on individual, PAC, corporate, and 
union giving to candidates and its failure to adjust 
those limits for inflation, pull down the state’s score. 
At the very least, residents of the Jayhawk State 
would benefit from their limits being indexed to ac-
count for inflation. This is a simple, uncontroversial 
measure used by 30 states to prevent the erosion of 
free speech rights with the passage of time.


