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West Virginia is arguably the worst state in the coun-
try for free political speech. Only Kentucky scores
worse in the Index, and Kentucky’s limits are actu-
ally slightly higher than West Virginia’s in some ar-
eas. The Mountain State escapes the ignominy of last
place simply because its population is less than half
of Kentucky’s, reducing the amount of funding neces-

sary to bring a candidate’s message to voters.

In recent years, West Virginia legislators have at-
tempted to raise the state’s low limits in recognition
of their harmful impact on political speech. But such
efforts continue to stall in the Legislature as unre-
lated reporting requirements and unnecessary and
costly regulations are tacked on to the bills by those
opposed to increased limits. Regrettably, the real vic-
tims of this legislative battle are the citizens of West
Virginia, whose political speech rights continue to be

severely infringed.
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